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1
SIGMA DELTA MODULATOR WITH DITHER

PRIORITY CLAIM

The present application claims priority to U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/597,422, filed on Feb. 10, 2012, the
entirety of which is incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to an improved sigma delta
modulator. Sigma delta modulators operating at low input
values or with DC inputs may suffer from tonal behavior. For
example, the output spectrum may show large tones resulting
in a degradation in signal-noise ratio (SNR). Dither, which is
an intentionally applied form of noise, may be introduced to
break such tones. However, the introduction of dither may
require a loop filter with additional headroom.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, dither 110 may typically be added
in front of a quantizer 130 in a conventional sigma delta
modulator. In this manner, the dither noise is shaped by the
loop filter 120 and at the output of the modulator 100, there
will be little dither power in the signal bandwidth. In this case,
however, dither will be added to the feedback loop, also
requiring additional headroom in the loop filter 120. For
example, in the case of sigma delta modulators with a signal
transfer function of unity, the loop filter 120 may only process
the quantizer error. If the dither is added to the quantizer
input, dither adds directly to the quantizer error requiring
increased headroom for the loop filter 120. Increased head-
room typically leads to higher power consumption. At low
power supplies, power efficient telescopic operational
transconductance amplifiers (OTA) may not be used in the
loop filter 120. Thus, a two stage amplifier, which requires
additional power, may be required to accommodate the larger
output swing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a conventional sigma delta modulator.

FIG. 2 illustrates a sigma delta modulator according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates a sigma delta modulator according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4A illustrates a sigma delta modulator according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4B illustrates a sigma delta modulator according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4C illustrates a sigma delta modulator according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 illustrates a sigma delta modulator according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6. illustrates a combined integrator/adder according
to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 illustrates a combined integrator/adder according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 illustrates a sigma delta modulator according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 illustrates a series of graphs representing integrator
swings using standard dither and subtractive dither.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present invention provide a sigma
delta modulator with dither. Embodiments of the present
invention may remove the requirement of additional head-
room in a loop filter when introducing dither into a sigma
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2

delta modulator. Embodiments of the present invention may
introduce dither at the input of a quantizer, but then remove it
at the output of the quantizer. In this manner, the increased
power requirements associated with adding dither and addi-
tional headroom may be avoided.

Embodiments of the present invention may provide shaped
dither, using a first order digital processing stage, for
example. Shaping the dither may allow accuracy require-
ments for dither DACs to be relaxed. Further, using first order
shaped dither allows a filter DAC to add unshaped dither at the
output of the first integrator. In this manner, increases to the
headroom of the loop filter may be avoided, increasing the
power efficiency of the sigma delta modulator.

FIG. 2 illustrates a sigma delta modulator 200 according to
an embodiment of the present invention. The sigma delta
modulator 200 may include a first subtractor 205, a dither
source 210, an adder 215, aloop filter 220, a second subtractor
225, a quantizer 230 and a digital to analog converter (DAC)
240 provided in the feedback path. The first subtractor 205
may have inputs for an input signal IN and a feedback signal
provided by the DAC 240 and may have an output for a signal
representing a difference between the input signal IN and the
feedback signal. The DAC 240 may convert an output signal
OUT from the modulator 200 to an analog representation,
which may become the feedback signal to the first subtractor
205. Thus, the output of the first subtractor 205 may represent
a difference between the input signal IN and the output signal
OUT. The loop filter 220 may be a low-pass filter that filters
the difference signal provided by the first subtractor 205. In an
alternative embodiment, the loop filter 220 may be a band
pass filter, or high pass filter.

The dither source 210 may introduce a dither signal to the
modulator 200, which may be an intentionally applied form
of'noise. The dither signal may be applied to an output of the
loop filter 220 via the adder 215. In an embodiment, the dither
signal may be shaped as will be discussed further with respect
to FIGS. 4 and 5.

The quantizer 230 may quantize the input signal and output
it to the second subtractor 225. The second subtractor 225
may subtract the dither signal from the output of the quantizer
230. In an embodiment, the quantizer 230 may be a scalar or
rounding quantizer. The output of the second subtractor 225
may be output from the system 200 as the system’s output
signal OUT.

As noted, the DAC 240 may be provided in the feedback
path of the modulator 200. The DAC 240 may convert the
output signal OUT to an analog representation, which may be
input to the subtractor 205.

As discussed above, the dither signal may be introduced at
adder 215 and removed at the subtractor 225. In this manner,
dither may be used by the quantizer 230 to break potential
tonal behavior that otherwise might occur due to quantization
noise produced by the quantizer 230. At the same time, since
the dither is removed by the subtractor 225, the dither does not
require additional headroom to be provided within the loop
filter 220 to accommodate the dither signal. Thus, by intro-
ducing the dither signal at a point after the loop filter 220 but
before the quantizer 230 and, further, by removing the dither
signal immediately before the dither signal is input to the loop
filter 220, the embodiment of FIG. 2 provides a straightfor-
ward and low cost solution to the headroom problems typi-
cally associated with adding dither.

FIG. 3 illustrates a sigma delta modulator 300 according to
another embodiment of the present invention. The sigma delta
modulator 300 may include a first subtractor 305, a dither
source 310, an adder 315, aloop filter 320, a second subtractor
325, a quantizer 330, and a variety of DACs 340-360. The
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modulator 300 may accept an input signal IN at an input of the
first subtractor 305 and may generate an output signal OUT at
an output terminal of the second subtractor 325.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3, the dither source
310 may generate a dither signal that is input to the modulator
300 as a digital signal. The DACs 350 and 360 may generate
analog representations of the dither signal, which may be
input respectively to the subtractor 305 and the adder 315.
Again, in an embodiment, the dither may be shaped as dis-
cussed further with respect to FIGS. 4 and 5.

The first subtractor 305 may have inputs for the input signal
IN, an analog representation of the dither signal D and a
feedback signal FB generated by a DAC 340 in a feedback
path of the modulator 300. The first subtractor 305 may gen-
erate an output that represents a difference between the input
signal and the quantizer output signal QOUT with dither
subtracted  (e.g., AIN=IN-(QOUT-D)). Note that
OUT=QOUT-D, So effectively, AIN=IN-OUT. The output
signal AIN from the first subtractor 305 may be input to the
loop filter 320. The loop filter 320 may be a low-pass filter,
band pass filter, or high pass filter.

The output of the loop filter 320 may be input to the adder
315, along with an analog representation of the dither signal.
The adder 315 may add the dither signal into the loop filter’s
output, which may be input to the quantizer 330. The quan-
tizer 330 may generate a digital representation of the signal
input to it and output the signal to subtractor 325. Therefore,
the output of the quantizer 330 may include a dither compo-
nent, which may reduce tonal behavior in the quantizer’s
output.

The second subtractor 325 may subtract the dither signal D
from the output of the quantizer 330, which effectively can-
cels the dither component in the output of the quantizer 330.
An output of the second subtractor 325 may be output from
the modulator 300 as the output signal OUT.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3, the DAC 340 in the
feedback path takes its input from the output for the quantizer
330, which as noted, includes a dither component. The DAC
340 may generate an analog representation of the digital
signal presented to it and, therefore, may generate a feedback
signal. The quantizer 330 may be a scalar or rounding quan-
tizer used to perform quantization on an input signal. The
quantizer 330 may be situated between adder 315 and sub-
tractor 325.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3, the introduction of
dither after the loop filter 320 atadder 315 (and removal of the
dither at subtractors 325 and 305 through DAC 350) may
obviate the need for additional headroom to compensate for
the dither at loop filter 320. Since dither is canceled prior to
reaching the loop filter 320, no additional headroom may be
needed at the loop filter 320 due to the introduction of dither.
In addition, the dither DAC 350 is used to remove dither from
the feedback loop. In this manner, dither may be used by the
quantizer 330 to break potential tonal behavior exhibited due
to quantization noise produced by the quantizer 330 without
adding additional headroom to compensate for the dither at
the loop filter 320.

FIG. 4A is a sigma delta modulator 400 according to
another embodiment of the present invention. The sigma delta
modulator 400 may include a first subtractor 405, a dither
source 410, an adder 415, aloop filter 420, a second subtractor
425, a quantizer 430, a variety of DACs 440-460, and a
shaping unit 470. The modulator 400 may accept an input
signal IN at an input of the first subtractor 405 and may
generate an output signal OUT at an output terminal of the
second subtractor 425.
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In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 4A, the dither source
410 may generate a dither signal that is input to the modulator
400 as a digital signal. The DACs 450 and 460 may generate
analog representations of the dither signal, which may be
input respectively to the subtractor 405 and the adder 415.
Again, in an embodiment, the dither may be shaped, for
example, by shaping unit 470. Shaping unit 470 may be a
digital process stage filter that shapes the dither according to
a function, such as 1-z7!. In this manner, the accuracy of
dither DACs 450 and 460 may be relaxed while still suffi-
ciently canceling dither prior to the input of loop filter 420.

The first subtractor 405 may have inputs for the input signal
IN, an analog representation of the shaped dither signal D and
a feedback signal FB generated by a DAC 440 in a feedback
path of the modulator 400. The first subtractor may generate
an output that represents a difference between the input signal
and the quantizer output signal QOUT with shaped dither
subtracted (e.g., AIN=IN-(QOUT-D(1-z7'))). Again, note
that AIN=IN-OUT. The output signal AIN from the first
subtractor 405 may be input to the loop filter 420. The loop
filter 420 may be a low-pass filter, band pass filter, or high
pass filter. Different dither shaping function may be required
depending on the type of loop filter. A low-pass loop filter
may require a high pass dither shaping function, such has
1-z7'. A band pass loop filter may require a band stop dither
shaping function. A high pass loop filter may require a low
pass dither shaping function.

The output of the loop filter 420 may be input to the adder
415, along with an analog representation of the shaped dither
signal. The adder 415 may add the shaped dither signal into
the loop filter’s output, which may be input to the quantizer
430. The quantizer 430 may generate a digital representation
of'the signal input to it and may output the signal to subtractor
425. Therefore, the output of the quantizer 430 includes a
dither component.

The second subtractor 425 may subtract the shaped dither
signal D (1-z7') from the output of the quantizer 430, which
effectively cancels the dither component in the output of the
quantizer. An output of the second subtractor 425 may be
output from the modulator 400 as the output signal OUT.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 4A, the DAC 440 in
the feedback path takes its input from the output for the
quantizer 430, which as noted, includes a shaped dither com-
ponent. The DAC 440 may generate an analog representation
of the digital signal presented to it and, therefore, may gen-
erate a feedback signal. The quantizer 430 may be a scalar or
rounding quantizer used to perform quantization on an input
signal. The quantizer 430 may be situated between adder 415
and subtractor 425.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 4A, the introduction
of shaped dither after the loop filter 420 at adder 415 (and
removal of the shaped dither at subtractors 425 and 405
through DAC 450) may obviate the need for additional head-
room to compensate for the shaped dither at loop filter 420.
Since dither is canceled prior to reaching the loop filter 420,
no additional headroom may be needed at the loop filter 420
due to the introduction of dither. In addition, the dither DAC
450 is used to remove dither from the feedback loop. In this
manner, dither may be used by the quantizer 430 to break
potential tonal behavior exhibited due to quantization noise
produced by the quantizer 430 without adding additional
headroom to compensate for the dither at the loop filter 420.

FIG. 4B illustrates an embodiment for sigma delta modu-
lator 400. FIG. 4B illustrates an embodiment in which a first
stage of a decimation filter 460, which may be an integrator,
is used. In this embodiment, subtractor 425 is located at the
output of quantizer 430. As illustrated within another embodi-
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ment of FIG. 4C, subtractor 425 may be included within a
decimation filter, including first stage of the decimation filter
460.

FIG. 5 illustrates a sigma delta modulator 500 according to
another embodiment of the present invention. The sigma delta
modulator 500 may include a first subtractor 505, a dither
source 510, a first adder 515, a loop filter comprised of first
integrator 520a and a second portion 5206, which may
include a cascade of integrators or resonators, a second sub-
tractor 525, a quantizer 530, a second adder 535, a variety of
DACs 540-560, a shaping unit 570 and a delay unit 580. The
modulator 500 may accept an input signal IN at an input of the
first subtractor 505 and may generate an output signal OUT at
an output terminal of the second subtractor 525. The first
subtractor 505 may generate an output signal representing a
difference between an analog input signal IN and an analog
representation of the quantizer 530 digital output, generated
by the DAC 540.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 5, the dither source
510 may generate a dither signal D that is input to the modu-
lator 500 as a digital signal. Again, in an embodiment, the
dither signal D may initially be unshaped, but be later shaped,
for example, by shaping unit 570. Shaping unit 570 may be
digital process stage filters that shape the dither according to
a function, such as 1-z~*. The DACs 550 and 560 may gen-
erate analog representations of the unshaped and shaped
dither signal, respectively, which may be input respectively to
the first adder 535 and the second adder 515.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 5, the introduction of
shaped dither after the loop filter 520a-b at adder 515 (and
removal of the dither at subtractor 525 and adder 535 through
DAC 550) may obviate the need for additional headroom to
compensate for the dither at loop filter 520a-b. In the embodi-
ment of FIG. 5, shaped dither may be removed at the output of
the first integrator output rather than at its input, as in the
embodiment of FIG. 4. As the first order differentiated dither
—(1-z™Y) D is processed by delaying integrator 520a with
transfer function z '/(1-z™!), a dither component —-z'D
results at the output of integrator 520a. The minus sign is
introduced by subtractor 505. Delay unit 580 and DAC 550
may remove that dither component by adding a cancelling
dither component z'D. Since dither is canceled prior to
reaching the loop filter 5205, no additional headroom may be
needed at the loop filter 5205 due to the introduction of dither.
Integrator 520a may need additional headroom to process
dither. However, this may not be the case in a practical imple-
mentation, as described in the following. The accuracy of
dither DAC 550 is relaxed, since it introduces a canceling
dither component at the output of first integrator 520a. Any
error introduced at the output of first integrator 520a, may be
shaped by a first order function when referred to the input.

The first subtractor 505 may have inputs for the input signal
IN and a feedback signal FB generated by a DAC 540 in a
feedback path of the modulator 500. The first subtractor 505
may generate an output that represents a difference between
the input signal and the output signal QOUT of the quantizer
(e.g., AIN=IN-QOUT). The output signal AIN from the first
subtractor 505 may be input to a loop filter, including 520a
and 5205, which may be a low pass filter. Since dither is added
after the loop filter and removed at the quantizer output, no
additional headroom is needed within loop filter 520a-b due
to the introduction of dither. The dither may be removed at the
output of integrator 520a and hence integrator 520a may
appear to require extra headroom. However, in switch capaci-
tor implementations, integrator 520a and adder 535 can be
merged into a common circuit, as described below with
respectto FIG. 6 and FIG. 7, and only the output of adder 535
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6

can be made physically accessible. Thus, no extra headroom
for integrator 520a may be required.

The output of the loop filter 520a-b may be input to the
adder 515, along with an analog representation of the shaped
dither signal. The adder 515 may add the shaped dither signal
into the loop filter’s output, which may be input to the quan-
tizer 530. The quantizer 530 may generate a digital represen-
tation of the signal input to it from the subtractor 525. There-
fore, the output of the quantizer 530 includes a shaped dither
component.

The second subtractor 525 may subtract the shaped dither
signal D (1-z7!) from the output of the quantizer 530, which
effectively cancels the dither component in the output of the
quantizer. An output of the second subtractor 525 may be
output from the modulator 500 as the output signal OUT.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 5, the DAC 540 in the
feedback path takes its input from the output for the quantizer
530, which as noted, includes a shaped dither component. The
DAC 540 may generate an analog representation of the digital
signal presented to it and, therefore, may generate a feedback
signal. The quantizer 530 may be a scalar or rounding quan-
tizer used to perform quantization on an input signal. The
quantizer 530 may be situated between adder 515 and sub-
tractor 525. As discussed above, dither may be introduced at
adder 515 and removed at subtractor 525 and adder 535. In
addition, the dither DAC 550 is used to remove dither from
the feedback loop. In this manner, dither may be used by the
quantizer 530 to break potential tonal behavior exhibited due
to quantization noise produced by the quantizer 530 without
adding additional headroom to compensate for the dither at
the loop filter 520a-5.

FIG. 6 is a combined integrator/adder 600 according to an
embodiment of the present invention. For example, integrator
520q and adder 535 from FIG. 5 may be combined according
to embodiments of the present invention. Combining the inte-
grator and adder results in only a combined output, which
may obviate the need for additional headroom in the integra-
tor due to the addition of dither. The combined integrator/
adder 600 may include:

As illustrated within FIG. 6, combined integrator/adder
600 may include integrator 620 and subtractor 630. Integrator
620 may accept input x 610. The integrator 620 may apply a
z domain transfer function, such as z7'/(1-z7"), for example.
Subtractor 630 combines an input w 640 with the output of
integrator 620, v, to produce output y 650.

FIG. 7 is a switched-capacitor implementation of a com-
bined integrator/adder according to an embodiment of the
present invention. For example, integrator 520a and adder
535 from FIG. 5 may be combined according to embodiments
of the present invention, such as illustrated within FIG. 6
above. The combined integrator/adder of FIG. 6 may be
implemented using a switched-capacitor implementation,
such as that illustrated within FIG. 7. Using such an imple-
mentation may avoid the need for additional headroom in the
integrator when dither is added.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7, the switched-
capacitor implementation of a combined integrator adder 700
may include switches 730, 740, 750, 760 and 770 and capaci-
tors Cw 705, Cx 715 and Cf725. The switches 730, 740, 750,
760 and 770 may be driven by standard non-overlapping
clocks, with switches 730, 750 and 770 comprising a first
group and switches 740 and 760 comprising a second group.
When the first group is on and the second group is off, capaci-
tor Cx 715 may be charged to voltage input x 720. When the
first group turns off and the second group remains off, the
input x 720 voltage may be sampled on Cx 715. When the
second group is on and the first group is off, charge from Cx
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715 may be transferred to Cf 725 on top of the previous
charge, thus performing an integrating function. If a voltage is
applied to the w input, it appears at the output scaled by
Cw/Cf. In summary, this circuit may implement a transfer
function of the type:

y=Cx/Cfr Y(1-z D x+Cw/Chw

FIG. 8 illustrates a sigma delta modulator 800 according to
an embodiment of the present invention. The sigma delta
modulator 800 may include an adder 815, a loop filter 820, a
subtractor 825, a quantizer 830. The loop filter 820 may be a
low-pass filter, a band pass filter, or high pass filter.

The dither source may introduce a dither signal to the input,
which may be introduced to the loop filter 820 at any of the
illustrated points. The input may be directly introduced to the
loop filter 820, or may be introduced through a summing
junction, as illustrated in embodiments above. The dither
signal may be applied to an output of the loop filter 820 via the
adder 815. In an embodiment, the dither signal may be shaped
as discussed above with respect to FIGS. 4 and 5.

The quantizer 830 may quantize the input signal and output
it to the subtractor 825. The subtractor 825 may subtract the
dither signal from the output of the quantizer 830. In an
embodiment, the quantizer 830 may be a scalar or rounding
quantizer. The output of the subtractor 825 may be output
from the system 800 as the system’s output signal OUT.
Further, a feedback loop may introduce the output of quan-
tizer 830 to loop filter 820.

As discussed above, the dither signal may be introduced at
adder 815 and removed at the subtractor 825. In this manner,
dither may be used by the quantizer 830 to break potential
tonal behavior that otherwise might occur due to quantization
noise produced by the quantizer 830. At the same time, by
removing the dither in loop filter 820, the dither does not
require additional headroom to be provided within the loop
filter 820 to accommodate the dither signal. Thus, by intro-
ducing the dither signal at a point after the loop filter 820 but
before the quantizer 830 and, further, by removing the dither
signal in loop filter 820, the embodiment of FIG. 8 provides a
straightforward and low cost solution to the headroom prob-
lems typically associated with adding dither.

FIG. 9 illustrates a series of graphs representing integrator
swings using standard dither and subtractive dither. These
graphs represent exemplary results using embodiments of the
present invention. As illustrated by graphs 910 and 930,
swings can be significantly reduced using subtractive dither
techniques. Graphs 920 and 940 represent swings when not
using subtractive dither techniques. As illustrated, swings can
be significantly reduced when using subtractive dither.

Those skilled in the art may appreciate from the foregoing
description that the present invention may be implemented in
a variety of forms, and that the various embodiments may be
implemented alone or in combination. Therefore, while the
embodiments of the present invention have been described in
connection with particular examples thereof; the true scope of
the embodiments and/or methods of the present invention
should not be so limited since other modifications will
become apparent to the skilled practitioner upon a study of the
drawings, specification, and following claims.

We claim:

1. A sigma delta modulator comprising:

a loop filter;

an adder configured to accept an output of the loop filter
and a dither input signal, and to combine the output of
the loop filter and the dither input signal into a combined
output signal;
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a quantizer configured to accept the combined output sig-
nal from the adder, and quantize the combined signal
into a quantizer output signal;

a first subtractor configured to accept the quantizer output
signal and subtract the dither input signal from the quan-
tizer output signal;

a first digital-to-analog converter configured to accept an
output from the first subtractor via a feedback path ofthe
sigma delta modulator, and to convert the output from
the first subtractor into an analog signal; and

a second subtractor configured to accept the analog signal
from the first digital-to-analog converter, and output to
the loop filter a signal representing the difference of an
input signal and the analog signal.

2. A sigma delta modulator comprising:

a loop filter;

an adder configured to accept an output of the loop filter
and a dither input signal, and to combine the output of
the loop filter and the dither input signal into a combined
output signal;

a quantizer configured to accept the combined output sig-
nal from the adder, and quantize the combined signal
into a quantizer output signal;

a first subtractor configured to accept the quantizer output
signal and subtract the dither input signal from the quan-
tizer output signal;

a first digital-to-analog converter configured to accept an
output from the quantizer and to convert the output from
the quantizer into an analog signal;

a second subtractor configured to accept the analog signal
from the first digital-to-analog converter, and output to
the loop filter a signal representing the difference of an
input signal and the analog signal;

a second digital-to-analog converter configured to accept
the dither input signal and provide a first output signal to
the second subtractor; and

a third digital-to-analog converter configured to accept the
dither input signal and provide a second input to the
adder.

3. The sigma delta modulator of claim 1, wherein the dither

input signal comprises unshaped dither.

4. The sigma delta modulator of claim 1, wherein the dither

input signal is a shaped dither signal.

5. A sigma delta modulator comprising:

a loop filter;

an adder configured to accept an output of the loop filter
and a dither input signal, and to combine the output of
the loop filter and the dither input signal into a combined
output signal;

a quantizer configured to accept the combined output sig-
nal from the adder, and quantize the combined signal
into a quantizer output signal;

a first subtractor configured to accept the quantizer output
signal and subtract the dither input signal from the quan-
tizer output signal;

wherein the dither input signal is a shaped dither input
signal, being shaped by a transfer function (1-z%).

6. The sigma delta modulator of claim 1, wherein the

quantizer is a scalar quantizer.

7. The sigma delta modulator of claim 1, wherein the

quantizer is a rounding quantizer.

8. The sigma delta modulator of claim 1, wherein the loop

filter is a low-pass filter.

9. A sigma delta modulator comprising:

a loop filter comprising a first unit and a second unit, the
first unit including a combined integrator/adder;
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afirst adder configured to accept an output of the loop filter
and a dither input signal, and to combine the output of
the loop filter and the dither input signal into a combined
output signal;

a quantizer configured to accept the combined output sig-
nal from the first adder, and quantize the combined sig-
nal into a quantizer output signal;

a first subtractor configured to accept the quantizer output
signal and subtract the dither input signal from the quan-
tizer output signal;

a first digital-to-analog converter configured to accept an
output from the quantizer via a feedback path of the
sigma delta modulator, and to convert the output from
the quantizer into an analog signal; and

a second subtractor configured to accept the analog signal
from the first digital-to-analog converter, and output to
the loop filter a signal representing the difference of an
input signal and the analog signal.

10. The sigma delta modulator of claim 9, further compris-

ing:

a first dither shaping unit configured to shape the dither
input signal to produce a first order shaped dither signal;

a second digital-to-analog converter configured to accept
the first order shaped dither signal and provide a first
output signal to the first adder;

a delay unit configured to delay the dither input signal to
produce a delayed dither signal;

a third digital-to-analog converter configured to accept the
delayed dither signal and provide an output to a second
adder of the first unit of the loop filter, the first unit
including a combined integrator/adder.

11. The sigma delta modulator of claim 10, wherein the
first order dither shaping unit is configured to perform the
function (1-z71).

12. The sigma delta modulator of claim 10, wherein the
delay unit is configured to perform the function (z™).

13. A sigma delta modulator comprising:

a loop filter comprising a first unit and a second unit, the

first unit including a combined integrator/adder;

afirst adder configured to accept an output of the loop filter
and a dither input signal, and to combine the output of
the loop filter and the dither input signal into a combined
output signal;

a quantizer configured to accept the combined output sig-
nal from the first adder, and quantize the combined sig-
nal into a quantizer output signal; and

a first subtractor configured to accept the quantizer output
signal and subtract the dither input signal from the quan-
tizer output signal;

wherein the combined integrator/adder includes an inte-
grator and a subtractor configured to combine an input
with an output of the integrator.

14. The sigma delta modulator of claim 9, wherein the

combined integrator/adder comprises:

a first group of switches;

a second group of switches;

a first capacitor; and

a second capacitor.

15. The sigma delta modulator of claim 14, wherein when
the first group of switches is on and the second group of
switches is off, the first capacitor is charged to a voltage input.

16. The sigma delta modulator of claim 15, wherein when
the first group of switches turns oft and the second group of
switches is off, the voltage input may be sampled on the first
capacitor.
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17. The sigma delta modulator of claim 16, wherein when
the first group of switches is off and the second group of
switches is on, a charge from the first capacitor is transferred
to the second capacitor.

18. A method for sigma delta modulation comprising:

accepting an output of a loop filter and a dither input signal
by an adder;

combining the output of the loop filter and the dither input
signal into a combined output signal;

accepting the combined output signal from the adder by a
quantizer;

quantizing the combined signal into a quantizer output
signal;

accepting the quantizer output signal by a first subtractor;

subtracting the dither input signal from the quantizer out-
put signal by the first substractor;

accepting an output from the first subtractor via a feedback
path, and converting the output from the first subtractor
into an analog signal; and

accepting the analog signal by a second subtractor, and
outputting to the loop filter a signal representing the
difference of an input signal and the analog signal.

19. A method for sigma delta modulation comprising:

accepting an output of a loop filter and a dither input signal
by an adder;

combining the output of the loop filter and the dither input
signal into a combined output signal;

accepting the combined output signal from the adder by a
quantizer;

quantizing the combined signal into a quantizer output
signal;

accepting the quantizer output signal by a first subtractor of
a decimation filter;

subtracting the dither input signal from the quantizer out-
put signal by the first substractor of the decimation filter;

accepting an output from the quantizer via a feedback path,
and converting the output from the quantizer into an
analog signal; and

accepting the analog signal by a second subtractor, and
outputting to the loop filter a signal representing the
difference of an input signal and the analog signal.

20. A sigma delta modulator comprising:

a loop filter;

an adder, situated before a last integrator of the loop filter,
configured to accept a signal of the loop filter and a
dither input signal, and to combine the signal of the loop
filter and the dither input signal into a combined signal;

a quantizer configured to accept the combined signal from
the adder and loop filter, and quantize the combined
signal into a quantizer output signal;

a first subtractor configured to accept the quantizer output
signal and subtract the dither input signal from the quan-
tizer output signal;

a first digital-to-analog converter configured to accept an
output from the first subtractor via a feedback path ofthe
sigma delta modulator, and to convert the output from
the first subtractor into an analog signal; and

a second subtractor configured to accept the analog signal
from the first digital-to-analog converter, and output to
the loop filter a signal representing the difference of an
input signal and the analog signal.

21. The sigma delta modulator of claim 20, wherein the last
integrator of the loop filter implements a z-domain transfer
function given by 1/(1-z71).

22. The sigma delta modulator of claim 20, wherein the
dither input signal accepted by the adder is a shaped dither
input signal.
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23. The sigma delta modulator of claim 22, wherein the
shaped dither input signal is shaped by a transfer function
(1-z).

24. The sigma delta modulator of claim 13, wherein the
integrator implements a z-domain transfer function given by 5
z(1-z7h).
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